UFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBbDIRl

Bhagavata dbarma since 16th century when Melputtur and
Puntanam associated themselves with Guruvayur - N.V. Krishna
Variyar has pointed out.4

Besides increasing the tribe of Bhagavata exhorters, he also
initiated new growth of Bhagavata literature. In this context the
introuction written by Vazhakunnam to the Malayalam poem work
Muralinadam ofTamarasseri Krishnan Bhattathiri alias Murali is
noteworthy5. The very title 'Murali' was awarded to this poet by
Vazhakunnam himself, who was highly inspired by the sweet music,
literature and devotional intensity of'Muraliganam', which flowed
from the poet's tongue itself during many a Saptaha occasion. The
felicitational function had been solemnised on behalf of a large
number of devotees at Guruvayur Koottampala.6 Murali has rightly
acknowledged the encouragement obtained from Vazhakunnam,
for his literary activities. He has mentioned about it respectfully
in two of his published works - Srikrsnakathamrtam7

4. See   Prof.   Anandakuttan,   introduction   to
Srimadbhagavatasvadanam ofTattayoor Unni Nambudiripad,
K. Ramamritam Kaliyappa Chettiar and Sons, Emakulam,
1169, initial pages.

5. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Introduction to
Muralinadam of Tamarasseri Krishnan Bhattathiri,
Mangalodayam, Trichur, 1109.

6. C.P. Nair, Bhaktapriya, Guruvayur Devasvom, Guruvayur,
Book-4, Vol-6, June 1989, p:55

7. Tamarasseri Krishnan Bhattathiri, Srikrsnakathamrtam, Norman
Printing Bureau, Calicut, 1147, p.xxviii.
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